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One and a half decades after the minimally invasive wave
revolutionized operative techniques worldwide in many
different specialties, knowledge and understanding of all
technical aspects of the equipment, devices, and instru-
ments used still remain the keys to performing any lapa-
roendoscopic procedure successfully and safely. Those
who think that the laparoscopic technique is easy and
simple, intuitive and self-explaining underestimate the
risk and put their patients in incalculable, unnecessary
danger. Responsible use of endoscopic equipment and
performance of all laparoendoscopic procedures requires
comprehensive knowledge about instrument and device
function as well as learning from previous operative ex-
perience and even from mistakes.
It is self-evident that an international, interdisciplinary
laparoendoscopic organization like the Society of Lapa-
roendoscopic Surgeons (SLS) with the goal and core com-
petence of improving further medical education has a
major interest in and the potential to cover this topic with
high-profiled authors from many different fields, ie, lead-
ing international experts in laparoendoscopic techniques.
Since the first edition of Prevention & Management of
Laparoendoscopic Surgical Complications was published
in 1999, knowledge has dramatically grown and tech-
niques have progressed so rapidly that it has become
necessary to produce an updated, expanded second edi-
tion, which comprises 26 new chapters and 59 new au-
thors. In addition to surgical techniques with cutting-edge,
up-to-date information on both specific complications of
individual procedures, such as hysterectomy, and general
issues and complications that arise in all applications of
laparoendoscopic surgery, the second edition provides a
broader focus on issues pertaining to laparoendoscopic
surgery, such as telerobotic surgery, use of simulators in
training, and a comprehensive look at credentialing past,
present, and future. The book is divided into 4 sections.
The first part addresses multidisciplinary laparoscopic is-
sues. Section 2 deals with laparoscopic general surgery.
The third part focuses on different kinds of gynecological
surgery. Section 4 discusses endourological surgery. The
list of newly added chapter topics as well as distinguished
authors is too long to list here but can be found on the
Web at: www.sls.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid3316.
Prevention & Management of Laparoendoscopic Surgical
Complications has almost doubled in length, but is still
easy to read. Many illustrations, figures, photographs, and
tables support the content. This comprehensive reference
book is not only for laparoscopic beginners who need to
read about complications and their prevention before they
occur to avoid them, but also this book is useful for
experienced laparoscopists, for teachers, and for all prac-
titioners of minimally invasive surgery to discover new
aspects in the broad range of interdisciplinary laparoen-
doscopic applications worldwide. Therefore, this book is
not only highly recommended for every clinical library,
but also should find its way into every laparoscopic teach-
ing program and training course as well.
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